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High-speed train gets 
Day 1 passenger approval 


i a | 
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Noah Jenkins, 5, Yacelyn Rodriguez and Matt Letourneau prepare to board the first train leaving Fort Lauderdale. 


First paying riders deal with few glitches, enjoy the service 


By WAYNE K. ROUSTAN 
Staff writer 


The first paying passengers on 
Brightline Saturday gave mostly 
good reviews to the higher-speed 
express train service that now runs 
between Fort Lauderdale and West 
Palm Beach. 

“It looked like a brand new 
space-age train,” said Mark 
Marovitch, who drove to Fort Lau- 
derdale from New Smyrna Beach 
to ride Brightline. “It’s nicer than a 
first-class airline seat.” 

Andrey da Cruz was frustrated 


by the online ticket reservation sys- 
tem that frequently froze. Still, he 
called the ride “awesome” and said 
the service is “what we need.” 


While Saturday’s ride for the 
public went smoothly, the Friday 


See TRAIN, 22A 


ANALYSIS 
Trump presidency 
at odds with MLK 
legacy, leaders say 


By ERRIN HAINES WHACK 
Associated Press 
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Emergency Alert 
BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT 


ATLANTA — The first Martin Lu- INBOUND TO HAWAI. SEEK 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 


Push of ‘wrong button’ 
alerts Hawaii to missile 


A false alarm about an inbound 
ballistic missile sent people in 
the islands into a panic for 
nearly 40 minutes. 4A 


Las Vegas shooter 
wanted to thwart probe 


Irma 


keeps 


hundreds 


in hotels 


Families lack housing, money, jobs; 
federal assistance is over for many 


By LARRY BARSZEWSKI 
Staff writer 


The mess Hurricane 
Irma left behind in South 
Florida is mostly cleaned 
up, but hundreds of dis- 
placed families are still liv- 
ing out of hotel rooms four 
months after the storm hit. 

Hundreds more who 
have not yet found new 
housing — or been able to 
return to their former 
homes — became ineligible 
this month for the federal 
government’s temporary 
hotel program, sending 
some social service agencies 
scrambling to make sure 
families did not wind up on 
the streets. 

There were 4,359 Florida 


families in hotels on Jan. 3 
with the feds picking up the 
tab. That number dropped 
by more than 50 percent a 
week later, down to 2,011 
families. The previous 
week, the number of fam- 
ilies in hotels dropped by 
only 46. 

In Broward County, offi- 
cials say hundreds of fam- 
ilies were told they were no 
longer eligible after the Fed- 
eral Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency extended the 
program from Jan. 6 to Feb. 
6. In a week’s time, the num- 
ber of families in FEMA's 
hotel program dropped 
from 318 families to 109 in 
Broward, from 561 to 280 in 


See IRMA , 23A 


Trump visits put S. Fla. 
at higher terrorism risk 


Sheriff wants more 
funds for security 


By SKYLER SWISHER 
Staff writer 


President Donald 
Trump’s frequent visits to 
South Florida make the area 
a high-risk target for terror- 
ism, one that justifies more 
money from the federal 
government, Palm Beach 
County’s top law enforce- 
ment agency says. 

The Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s Office is pushing 
for the federal government 


to boost its funding for ter- 
rorism prevention by desig- 
nating Mar-a-Lago — 
Trump’s private club — a 
“high-risk critical asset,’ ac- 
cording to amemo obtained 
by the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel. 

“Having the president 
governing from our county 
in an area bordered on wa- 
ter on each side in a facility 
never built to offer the level 
of protection the president 
requires is a challenge,” 
Palm Beach County Com- 
missioner Dave Kerner said. 
“We have to continue to 
supplement our local re- 
sponse.” 

Trump is making his 12th 


ther King Jr. holiday of Donald Trump’s 
presidency is taking place amid a racial 
—— ~ firestorm of Trump’s own 
Trump’s making. 

remarks In the same week that 
signal shift he honored King by mak- 
in GOP ing a national park out of 
policy.3A the ground where King 
~—— was born and preached 
until his death, Trump denigrated prac- 
tically the entire African diaspora, and 
left many Americans headed into the 
civil rights icon’s birthday convinced 


See TRUMP, 23A 


Last chance to 
become a Founders 
Club Member- 
2yr Rate Lock/exp 1/31/18 
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This smartphone screen capture 
shows a false emergency alert sent 
from the Hawaii Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency system on Saturday. 


Court documents say the gun- 
man who fired on concert- 
goers in October prepared for 
the attack as well as a subse- 
quent investigation. 2A 


Puerto Rico fears surge 


in post-Maria homicides 


With the prolonged economic 
hardships and continuing 
struggles after its worst disas- 
ter in decades, the island is 
now beset by rising crime. 15A 


See RISK , 23A 


Mar-a-Lago in the town of Palm Beach. STAFF FILE PHOTO 


e Elegantly Appointed 
Living Spaces 

e Restaurant Style Dining 

e Country Kitchen 

e Full Service Bar 


e Library 


e Fitness Gym 


Symphony at Boca Raton, an exclusive and innovative | 
Supportive Independent Living Assisted Living and 


NOW TAKING ADVANCE RESERVATIONS!!!! 


Featured Services & Amenities: 


e State-of-the-Art Theatre 


Memory Care community. 


e Serenity Room e Medication Management 


e Activity Rooms e In the Moment® Memory Care 


e Three Beautifully e Life Enrichment Activities 


Landscaped Courtyards e Weekly Personal Laundry 
e 24-Hour Compassionate and Housekeeping 


Care Staff 
e Nurse Call System 


e 90 Assisted Living Apartments 
e 42 Memory Care Apartments 


OPENING © 


(561) 288-5985 
www.symphonyatboca.com 
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«BocaRaton soon: | 


‘Assisted Living & Memory Care | 


For more information, 
Call or Visit Us online Today!!! | 


21865 Ponderosa Drive, Boca Raton | 


28337 1130 


